
their futures and be more in-

volved in the world around them. 

The second was the participation 

in the festival itself, where the 

GCC Area Office brought mem-

bers from the Oman and Bahrain 

Y-PEER networks together to 

inspire and encourage future 

collaboration and participation. 

As part of the duties of being the 

sub-regional office for the GCC, 

a main goal this year, and top 

priority was to boost regional 

activities—not only successful 

activities in the GCC countries, 

but regional activities that bring 

together different sectors of the 

6 GCC nations together to en-

courage dialogue and collective 

action. 

As part of this, the office took 

part in 2 regional activities during 

the Khareef Salalah Festival, 

which takes place annually in the 

southern city of Oman - Salalah - 

to mark the Khareef, or Autumn 

season. One such activity was the 

Tawasul AFKAR 2 Think Tank 

meeting, which had a designated 

UNFPA supported youth session 

in the evening. 

UNFPA’s support allowed for 12 

youth from around the GCC to 

attend the forum, which was 

titled “Youth, Participation and 

the Future” and featured an in-

spiring speech from the GCC 

Area Office Representative a.i, 

Mr. Asr Toson. In his speech, he 

encouraged youth to be more 

proactive in taking charge of 

Following the successes of partic-

ipation in 2011 Khareef Salalah 

Festival, and 2012 Muscat festival, 

the UNFPA GCC Area Office in 

Muscat began their participation 

in the Khareef Salalah festival this 

year in collaboration with the 

MOH  HIV section, with partici-

pants from the Y-PEER Oman 

and Y-PEER Bahrain networks 

making this regional activity 

reach a larger audience. 

This participation lasted over 10 

days and involved raising aware-

ness on the mandate of the UN-

FPA - Reproductive health for all, 

but also issues related to birth 

spacing, HIV and the growing 

population.  

The activities followed the usual 

interactive style of edutainment 

of the Y-PEER network, including 

the newly acquired skill of puppet 

theatre. For a news feature read 

the Oman Observer article here. 

UNFPA GCC Area Office Representative a.i gives a wel-

coming speech to attendants at the regional activities for 

youth participation in Think Tanks across the gulf. 

Boosting Regional Activities 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E :  

Y-PEER 

Oman 

2 

10 DoA 2 

WPD 2012 2 

Y-PEER Bah-

rain 

3 

NGOs Net-

work 

3 

Saudi TF 3 

HIV/AIDS & 

Youth 

4 

Khareef Salalah Festival Participation 
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R E C E N T  &  

U P C O M I N G  

C A L E N D A R  

O F  

E V E N T S :  

 Khareef Sala-

lah Festival, 

July 5—14 

 World Popu-

lation Day, 

July 11 

 Tawasul 

Youth Confer-

ence, July 7 

 10 Days of 

Activism Sep 

1—10  

 International 

day of the Girl 

Child, Oct 11 

http://main.omanobserver.om/node/101936
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Oman took part in 

the global annual 

10 days of 

activism. This year 

the theme focused 

on youth civic 

participation 

under the slogan 

“Nothing for us, 

without us” 

Puppets during the 

World Population 

day show 

“Nothing For Us, Without Us” 

World Population Day Puppet Tribute 
This year, the UNFPA led 

World Population Day was 

held under the theme of 

“Universal Access to Repro-

ductive Health Services” a 

cause near and true to the 

heart of the UNFPA globally. 

In Oman, WPD was celebrated 

in the Khareef Salalah Festival 

where thousands flock every 

year. We took this opportuni-

ty to raise awareness about 

family planning and the im-

portance of reproductive 

rights and choice. We chose 

our youth participants at the 

recent Puppetry Theatre TOT 

to write a sketch on the im-

portance of family planning 

within the local context. 

The result was a beautiful, 

heart warming and amusing 

story of the 3 main challenges 

that couples face in Oman: 

Early child bearing, lack of 

spacing and large family size. 

The youth created sketches 

tackling each theme individually 

using the same likeable charac-

ters. The performances were 

met with a great reception in 

the outdoor venue at the festi-

val, and also got the attention 

of young married couples, and 

created a good opportunity for 

further dialogue, where health 

officials and UNFPA staff were 

on hand to answer and create 

an open environment for dis-

cussion. 

It was a small and effective 

celebration to the international 

World Population Day, read 

about it in the Oman Daily 

Observer here.  

 

Mall, where the Y-PEERs had 

an awareness corner for the 

first 2 days of the campaign. 

This attracted a large number 

of youth who frequent the 

mall, and generated a buzz 

around the campaign. 

The next 4 days took place in 

the western region of Buraimi, 

where there was a general 

awareness activity followed by 

an exhibition  and a 2 day Peer 

Education and Introductory 

workshop to establish an arm 

of the Y-PEER network in the 

region, under the guidance of a 

focal point. This was extremely 

successful and made the cam-

paign nationwide. It also gave 

the enthusiastic members in 

Buraimi the chance to show-

case their work and further 

expand the reach of the net-

work, with newly trained 

members that will continue to 

spread the Y-PEER message. 

The final 4 days found the 

campaign returning to Muscat, 

and collaborated with the 

Clean Up Oman initiative. They got 

together for a successful beach 

clean up, followed by a 2 day activi-

ty at the popular Qurum City Cen-

tre, where the Y-PEERs had an 

exhibition, puppetry performances, 

an area designated for the creation 

of puppets from recycled material 

and an awareness presentation from 

Clean Up Oman. The focus of this 

and the final day’s online discussion 

was the environment and how 

youth play an integral role in pre-

serving the world we live in. 

The campaign was met with enthu-

siasm from the public and the me-

dia. A lot of attention was drawn to 

the good work that the Y-PEERs 

have been undertaking in Oman 

since its establishment in 2008, and 

how necessary such an initiative is 

for all youth living in Oman.  

For some of the media coverage 

please visit the following links: 

Oman Daily 

Oman Observer 

Times of Oman 

The Week  

The annual Y-PEER interna-

tional 10 Days of Activism 

campaign arrived in Oman for 

the first time in full force. 

The Oman network joined 

41 other countries in cele-

brating the global campaign 

with 10 days of constant 

activities from the 1st to the 

10th of September under the 

slogan “Nothing for us, With-

out us” and focused on the 

importance of youth inclusion 

and participation. 

The campaign began at the 

newly opened Muscat Grand 

 G C C  A R E A  O F F I C E  

The Y-PEERs 

spread awareness 

on various issues 

and spread the 

message at one of 

the activities in 

Muscat Grand Mall 

on days 1 and 2 of 

the campaign. 

http://main.omanobserver.om/node/102580
http://main.omandaily.om/node/107564
http://main.omanobserver.om/node/108408
http://www.timesofoman.com/echoice.aspx?detail=11288
http://www.theweek.co.om/disCon.aspx?Cval=6510


Revival of the Y-PEER Bahrain Network 
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Y-PEER Bahrain has been quiet the 

past few months, the recent activi-

ties and the political situation cre-

ates an environment that can often 

be difficult to work 

in, and where 

youth can feel 

deflated. 

After a short trip 

to the Salalah festi-

val where 3 Y-

PEERs from Bah-

rain had the op-

portunity to par-

ticipate in the Tawasul youth forum 

and the awareness activities that 

the Y-PEER Oman network was 

running at the festival, the members 

left with a renewed energy. 

The Focal Point in Charge of the Y-

PEER Bahrain Network was among 

the attendees and was impressed 

and inspired by the activities that 

the network in Oman have been 

undertaking. They exchanged chal-

lenges and ideas and both sides are 

excited for future collaborations. 

The UNFPA office hopes to sup-

port more exchange opportunities 

between the Y-PEERs as new net-

works form in the rest of the GCC 

countries are established, and more 

regional activities to take place in 

the coming months. 

including the UNFPA Arab Sates 

Regional Office to discuss the feasi-

bility and prospects of this initiative. 

The result was an impressive list of 

goals that the various organizations 

can implement in their own coun-

tries with the support of the other 

members of the network, including 

more youth involvement in decision 

making, improving research in 

Recently, Arab youth, including an 

enthusiastic member of the Y-PEER 

Oman network got together to 

share their vision for an independ-

ent network in the Arab world of 

youth NGOs and groups working 

for similar goals—the empower-

ment and advancement of youth in 

the region. Saif, Al Sharji, Focal 

Point with Y-PEER Oman joined 

youth, officials and decision makers, 

youth related statistics and 

realities, increased dialogue 

and the formation of a 

large network that com-

municate and learn from 

each others experiences.  

It is indeed necessary, and 

with determined youth, 

and the right backing it is 

bound to be a success. 

place with the Central Department 

of Statistics and Information 

(CDSI), which is the main planning 

department for the Ministry of 

Economy and Planning in Saudi 

Arabia. The office provided tech-

nical assistance in the fields of de-

mographics and sampling, with high 

level experienced consultants sent 

for this purpose. 

The final mission scheduled for the 

year is currently underway and is 

proving to be as successful as the 

previous ones, with good feedback 

already being expressed by partners 

at the CDSI. 

As a result, the TF has been ex-

tended for an extra year, and is 

now valid until the end of 2013 to 

continue the high level of work 

which is contributing significantly to 

the development of KSA. 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s 

(KSA) Trust Fund with the UNFPA 

GCC Area Office can be used as a 

model of success for the other 

states in the region. Though the 

Oman TF has continuously provid-

ed high quality assistance, the KSA 

TF remains the most active trust 

fund outside of Oman, where the 

office is located. 

This year 3 major missions took 

Y-PEER 

Bahrain 

members 

getting in-

spired at 

the Khareef 

Salalah Fes-

tival.  

KSA Trust Fund Activities Continue 

Network for Arab Youth NGOs? 

The Y-PEER Oman mem-

ber joined inspiring youth 

at a conference in Tunisia 

The Saudi 

Arabia Trust 

Fund continues 

to be a success 

and a model 

for 

establishment 

of trust funds in 

the other states 



The great success of this campaign 

built a strong bond between the MOH, 

the Y-PEERs and the UNFPA, and is 

instrumental in building the capacities 

of the Y-PEER network, and has since 

utilized the Y-PEERs as the outreach 

and awareness builders in many 

events. 

This year, as part of the Khareef Sala-

lah activities, the Y-PEER partnered 

with the MOH HIV Section to 

educate and make the public 

more aware of the HIV situa-

tion in Oman as well as the 

need to not discriminate and 

stigmatize those living with 

HIV. They helped guide inter-

ested youth and members of 

the public to the anonymous 

testing and counseling facilities 

which were available close by. 

The Y-PEERs also add a unique 

twist to talking about such a 

The Y-PEER network in Oman has 

long been partners with the MOH 

HIV Section, since the birth of the 

network in 2008. The members 

played a pivotal role in spreading 

awareness about the nationwide com-

munications campaign “Let’s Talk 

AIDS”. The 2 year campaign had vari-

ous stages and the Y-PEERs were 

involved in everyway. 

sensitive topic, using fun “edutainment” 

methods such as the newly developed 

HIV “Snakes & Ladders” game, which is 

played like the popular board game but 

with 2 teams played against each other. 

The winners are declared by those that 

answer the most correct questions 

about various topics surrounded HIV 

from knowledge of the virus to stigma 

a and discrimination, and receive a 

goody back of Y-PEER merchandise 

from USBs to exercise bottles and 

more. This has proven to be extremely 

successful in delivering the message, 

increasing the knowledge level, and 

engaging youth on a topic that is often 

very difficult to address. 

It is for this purpose, and for their en-

thusiasm and dedication to their fellow 

youth that the Y-PEERs are the main 

instruments in raising awareness about 

HIV in Oman, especially at public 

events and in the public sphere nation-

Raising HIV awareness through Youth 

A Y-PEER display during the 10 Days of 

Activism Campaign  

UNFPA GCC Area Office 

PO Box 1960, PC130 

Muscat 

Sultanate of Oman 

Phone: +968 24496893 

Fax: +968 24496381 

E-mail: gcc-info@unfpa.org 

Web: gcc.unfpa.org 

Twitter: @UNFPAGCC 

UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, Deliver-
ing a world where every pregnancy is wanted…every 
childbirth is safe…  and every young person’s poten-
tial is fulfilled. 

UNFPA—Because everyone counts! 
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